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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 5667 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, LE 

SUBJECT: BOUTROS ON REVIVAL OF LEBANESE ARMY 
REF: (A) BEIRUT A-67, (B) BEIRUT 5605 

DURING MY FAREWELL CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTROS, ON 
SEPT. 27, HE SPENT MOST OF THE TIME REVIEWING FOR ME AND 
DCM HIS PROBLEMS AS DEFENSE MINISTER WITH THE REVIVAL OF THE 
ARMY AND THE NEW DEFENSE BILL. HE SAID HE HAD HAD TO 
SCHEDULE A SPECIAL MEETING FOR SEPT. 27 BECAUSE IN VIEW 
OF THE FACT THAT THE DEFENSE BILL HAD NOT BEEN PASSED, AN 
EFFORT WAS BEING MOUNTED TO CUT THE ARMY APPROPRIATION, 

AND HE HAD TO HEAD THIS OFF AT THIS CRUCIAL TIME. HE IS 
ALSO HAVING TO CONTINUE TO EXPLAIN THAT IF MARONITE POWER 
OVER THE ARMY IS GOING TO BE SERIOUSLY REDUCED BY TRANS- 
FERRING OPERATIONAL CONTROL OVER THE ARMY TO A MULTI- 
CONFESSIONAL MILITARY COMMITTEE, THE CHANGE MUST BE PART OF 
A PACKAGE DEAL IN WHICH THE MARONITES ARE GIVEN SOME QUID 
PRO QUO FOR THE LOSS OF THEIR CHERISHED MONOPLY CONTROL 
OF HQ. DCM NOTED THAT THE MILITARY SURVEY TEAM REPORT 
WE HAVE DELIVERED TO HIM AND GENERAL KHOURY DEALS ESSENTIALLY 
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WITH TECHNICAL MILITARY MATTERS RATHER THAN LEBANON'S 
UNIQUE CONFESSIONAL PROBLEMS; HOWEVER, WE STAND READY TO 
SEEK QUICK ANSWERS FROM USG ON QUESTIONS RAISED WITH 
US EITHER BY GENERAL KHOURY OR BY BOUTROS AS DEFENSE 
MINISTER. 
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